Proofs for God’s Existence

[T1] Aristotle, Met. A\.6, 1071b11-1071b31 (tr. Ross)
[proof for the actual being of the Unmoved Mover]

Since there were three kinds of substance, two of them natural and one unmovable, regarding
the latter we must assert that it is necessary that there should be an eternal unmovable
substance. For substances are the first of existing things, and if they are all destructible, all
things are destructible. But it is impossible that movement should either come into being or
cease to be; for it must always have existed. Nor can time come into being or cease to be; for
there could not be a before and an after if time did not exist. Movement also is continuous,
then, in the sense in which time is; for time is either the same thing as movement or an
attribute of movement. And there is no continuous movement except movementin place, and
of this only that which is circular is continuous.

But if there is something which is capable of moving things or acting on them, but is not
actually doing so, there will not be movement; for that which has a capacity need not exercise
it. Nothing, then, is gained even if we suppose eternal substances, as the believers in the
Forms do, unless there is to be in them some principle which can cause movement; and even
this is not enough, nor is another substance besides the Forms enough; for if it does not act,
there will be no movement. Further, even if it acts, this will not be enough, if its substance is
potentiality; for there will not be eternal movement; for that which is potentially may possibly
not be. There must, then, be such a principle, whose very substance is actuality. Further, then,
these substances must be without matter; for they must be eternal, at least if anything else is
eternal. Therefore they must be actuality.

[T2] Avicenna, Isarat, namat IV, 266.14-269.8 [tr. Meyer mod.]
[burhédn al-siddigin, version 1]
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[T3] Avicenna, Nagat, 566.16-568.13 [ed. Danispazih] (tr. McGinnis and Reisman,
mod.)

[burhédn al-siddigin, version 2]
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[T4] al-Guwayni, Irsad, 28.3-29.12 [ed. Miisa] (tr. Walker, mod.)

[specification argument]
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[T5] al-Gazali, Tahdfut al-falasifa, tr. Marmura mod., 81.9-82.14
[mereological problems]
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[Te] Gazali, Iqtisad, [ed. Cabiiqéi] (tr. Yaqub, 27-28)

24.6-7 [kalam argument for God’s existence]
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25.6-26.5 [everything originated has a cause => principle of preponderating]
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[T7] ‘Ayn al-Qudat, Zubdat al-haqd’ig, 11.17-13.2, 13.12-xxx ed. ‘Osayran (tr. Jah
mod.)

[on Avicenna’s burhan al-siddiqin]
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[The siifis need no argument]
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[T8] Hayyam, Risala fi I-wugid, 113.14-118.5
[only the necessary can be a cause for existence]
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[T9] Abu |-Barakat al-Bagdadi, Mu ‘tabar lll, 23.17-24.5, 26.16-24.
[On the transfer of contingency from part to whole]
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[against an infinite regress of causes]



Yooaae Al Y Loyl dle Jof Ld an o Y a8 dae iaae aliy ¥ dle Jolaa S € dle JST IS 10
g in ag Y adled adle aa g s aa e Y OIS Y laall (e L cu 8l ISV G 2l B JAn Y aa
(S 3y 3L Y A1 o) Y s IS Ssms o ol L |y als IS aile e Ale e 4ile Ale e 5 4ile Al
IS e g I Jlall (B e LS5 48 LS (52 Ll o 3 A sl 2535 g psten ) Al 250 8
Lo I ¥ slaall g Jlad) a6 iy Wy aie alis ¥ asm sl 8 Las dae (58 45 Jglen AT 1) G0 slaall i
Adle Y

[T10] Ibn al-Malahimi, Mu tamad, 155.8-156.4

[proof from the specification of bodies]
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[T11] Ibn al-Malahimi, Mu ‘tamad, 153.15-154.12

[kalam argument updated with the notions of preponderation and specification]
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[T12] Ibn al-Malahimi, Mu tamad, 158.1-9

[analogy between human and divine cases]
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[T13] Ibn al-Malahimi, Tuhfa, 41.2-9.

[against the burhdn al-siddigin: nature cannot preponderate]
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[T14] Ibn al-Malahimi, Tuhfa, 43.8-13
[against the burhan al-siddigin: contingency does not transfer from part to whole]
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[T15] al-Mas‘di, Sukiik, 248.10-249.16
[an infinite series cannot be taken as a whole]
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ALl ellia dlea Y JSY a8y el

[Again this looks a lot like some stuff Andi has included]

[T16] al-Razi, Mabahit 2, Bagdadi ed., 468.12-468.20

[Hayyam’s argument: only the necessary can be a cause]
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[T17] al-Razi, Mabahit 2, 469.12-18

[do we need to show that the world is contingent?]
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[T18] al-Razi, Mabahit 2, 471.5-8
[argument from motion]
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[T19] al-Razi, Arba‘in vol.1, 103.10-19
[preponderation argument]
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[T20] al-Razi, Ma‘alim, 42.12-44.2

[four ways of proving the Creator]
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[1. contingency of essences: a version of burhan al-siddiqin]
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[2. origination of bodies: the classic kalam argument]

4 alall gy Chaae ald Cane U5 Tinma abual 1088 asa sl Canl g asa s e 521 & gany YY) G 5y 5kl
anadi] Biane 4358 o 30 W) 5 il Lo (550 (0 iy Canaall @lld g ane Led alua¥) nand colipy LS (5 )5
DAl QU A e diad ) USas alua) Chma (56K o Seaa¥ Al W of Lala & 4l V) (Jlas s

adiiall Jalall ) Judosll

[3. contingency of attributes: the specification argument]
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[4. origination of attributes: the design argument]
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[T21] al-Razi, al-Risdla al-kamaliyya, 42.8-22 (42.8-24)

[simultaneity of the infinite series of causes]
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[T22] al-Razi, Arba‘in, vol.1, 118.14-119.10
[causes and effects must be simultaneous]
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[T23] al-Razi, Mulahhas 245r21-v4, 246r20v3

[there is a necessary existent that causes all bodies]
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[T24] Al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 74.8-75.5

[the need for preponderation is self-evident]
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[T25] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 76.7-17, 79.18-23/22/, 119.8-12

[answering objections to the need for a preponderating factor]
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[T26] al-Razi, Matalib 1, 87.10-18
[Abi I-Husayn al-Basri’s argument for preponderation and its rejection]
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[T27] al-Razi, Arba‘in, vol.1, 105.11-19
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[contingent things need an external preponderating factor]
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[T28] al-Razi, Arba'in 106.21-107.3, 113.9-13

[objection to preponderation, and response]
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[T29] al-Razi, Arba‘in vol.1, 110.14-23, 115.9-12
[non-existence requires no preponderation, so neither does existence]
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[response]
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[T30] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 202.10-203.6, 205.18-206.3

[argument against contingency]
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[l
[response: intuition of contingency]
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[T31] al-Razi, Mabdhit 1, 224.17-225.9
[everything that exists exists necessarily]
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[T32] al-Razi, Arba‘in, 128.12-129.8

[traditional kaldm argument]
Al e e cdiadl L zlise ged Cuame S5 lane alaa¥l s of tola ) 13y 8 8 3G Gy k)
(0 sk oY sed o3 A8 skl o3 o gra | IS aalSiall e ST 5 -lial 5 ol o il Cuasal) @ll ()5S
L) ol sl e IS O e Ja &5 2108 (555 0 ale o jiaall (I Chandll zliialy alall 2108 Al 2 5Y)
LosSae JS sy Jeld e Y ol @l g Hom (e o s claibiay Wil ad g alall ) jlacal clapiia | juai
Ao deaiall o3a ) lilad o gially ae
r-;g_a\ A ?@_u)bj -« (.:LLA ‘5,\1))} «LA:‘; G.;i» el ﬁjﬁz.d\ C}.\J )35\ Ny “aalai Zu_ﬁ.d\ XYY ul..: J olld ) :‘_?':Lﬂ\
138 die 5 dedea ClS ) 2ay Ciaa LY Ll el Ladl Wiked) o) 10 9 & cdndd JadY las ge 2all () S g3
Gl 13 agSinai e s Jeldl) Lo 8 iy lane OIS Ll allalls Guasall ) EES dle yganll o elay
DY Al Jled) GBla Al 8 s dl) eli O o8 Sl iy JladY Chase Lie aal gl o alus¥ Ul Ll
DlE T g e e GV Juw e Jo liielay Was Y clie) ga g U guald die dhass Wlladl o) 106 o
D e delill agas e allall Gigan Jay s alladl Gugan 8 elail @l )5Sl Jlae Y1 Qs e gasl)
ool 13 83 ) Al

[T33] al-Razi, Nihayat al-‘uqil vol.1, 399.5-400.8

[improved version of the traditional kaldm argument]
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[T34] al-Razi, Mulahhas, fol. 245v.5-18

[proof from specification]
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[T35] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 224.11-226.1
[design argument, drawing on an analogy given by Abu Bakr al-Razi]
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[Added this last part just to show that FDR endorses the argument, can you check you agree
with the trans?]

[T36] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 252.10-19
[popular belief establishes theism]
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[T37] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 271.4-11
[there are no atheists in foxholes]

V)l Y sl culgail) 2S5 ALl VLA 5 8 8 1 sagtial () 5 cilgadll 5 ol Sl Cilaal )
callall Ay ¢ gundll Jlelal cp pumill iagasli s ael sie g m (o (530 peld cAinga Al 55 Al g Al g il 33 13) il
o) JEYL B )5 pually a sleall aVIS Alladl 028 (lan g5 Ainall Gl (e aga i s cdaly) Gl e agualiy () 4ie Ll

YLD 3 ) s el 58 A T gale Layy cdald) @l (e (aBAll ey 3 lie W)

[T38] al-Razi, Matalib vol.1, 272.7-15
[wager argument]
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[T39] al-Razi, Matdlib vol.1, 273.4-17

[slap argument]
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[T40] al-Suhrawardti, Masdri‘, 387.3—6
[part-whole inference]
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[T41] al-Suhrawardi, Masari‘, 387.13-389.14

[proving necessary existence]
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[specification argument]
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[argument from motion]
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[Note: you had split what is now T41 into three chunks but since it is a continuous text | put it
all together, hence the following texts are re-numbered]

[T42] al-Suhrawardi, Mugawimat, 185.3-15

[preponderation and inclination]
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[T43] al-Suhrawardi, Hikmat al-israq, 87.3-9, tr. Ziai and Walbridge, mod.

[proof of the Light of lights]
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[T44] al-Suhrawardi, Hayakil al-nir, ed. Abu Rayyan, 61.2-62.3

[preponderation and the Light of lights]
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[T45] al-Amid1, Gayat al-mardm, 19.2-20.3 [Correct numberring: 19.20-20.3]
[principle of sufficient reason]
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[T46] al-Amidi, Abkar al-afkar, 163.3-10.

[refutation of Razi’s argument for the preponderation principle]

As for the first, [it fails] because the opponent may deny that entering into existence depends
on a preceding preponderation. He may say that preponderation means nothing more than
entering existence rather than non-existence, or vice-versa. Hence preponderation cannot
precede existence. So this talk of circularity does not follow. Why would it? If preponderation
did precede existence, it would be an attribute of something other than existence, so that the
circle would not follow as established. If this were so, however, then that which is described
with it would be the preponderating factor, not existence itself, but this is absurd.

[He himself thinks that preponderation principle is self-evident, as Razi in fact would generally
agree]

[T47] al-Amidi, Abkar al-afkar, 171.11-14

[infinite series cannot be taken as a whole]

As for their argument, we do not concede the existence of what you are calling an infinite
“whole.” We say that there that which is called a “whole” — that which you have described as
being infinite — is without doubt different from each one of the units. For every unit is finite,
whereas what may be described as infinite is numbers posited in such a way that none is
excluded [from the series].

[T48] al-Amidi, Gayat al-maram 21.22-22.4, 26.2-17
[argument against the need for a cause]
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[T49] al-Amid1, Gayat al-maram 22.21-24, 27.16-20
[argument that nothing is contingent when it actually exists]
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[T50] Baba Afdal, ‘Ard-nadme, 225.8-226.1
[the existence of the Knower through Itself]
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[T51] al-Abhar, Kasf al-haqd’iq, 343.15-344.16
[only God is a cause of existence]
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[T52] al-Abhari, Kasf al-haqd’iq, 347.1-17
[rejection of the kaladm argument as presented by Razi]
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[T53] al-Abhari, Tanzil al-afkar, 51r24-52r 4
[taking all existing things, including God, as an aggregate]
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[the uniqueness of the necessary existent]
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[T54] al-Abhari, Risala fi ‘ilm al-kalam 62.11-15, 63.15-64.9
[objection to taking God as a member of the whole set of existing things, and a reply]
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[T55] al-Abhari, Zubdat al-haqa’iq, 160r13—-161r2

[full proof taking into account simultaneity and part-whole problems]
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[This becomes the standard version of BS that e.g. Katibi and Tasr discuss]

[T56] al-Katibi, Hikmat al-‘ayn, ed. Tarik, 25.17-26.3
[part-whole problems; the chair example]
Q}S.aj‘)_\:’}A\A_A\SJBSAAIUAL\\O}S.ao\)'}Mﬁlék@.ia;j;dssé)ﬁ}nw\séjj}d\o\(dmyuy ‘)L;u}
Sl Gl e 48l ) (e 2085 oA Jslaadld @lld Cin gy a3 Y5 A Jige Sials 5l dde Uiz 43l jal (s
PunUg\eu\su\}mww&d}xung_dxpxemu)g\ 33 5a ga S ) ALl atlad Ly HulIS
FLSaall il g sall Alan (e A Aleall o3 e o AN (b cilh o (S eelld Lol Alil) aile e J slaall a5 31
Jan 25n 5l 3 058 O Jsm 4dld & siae sa 5 cdiSaall il sa sall maen e dleall o3 i) o) o) @l 3L Lail
caly e z JAN G O (e kY ST sliale Zaalite ye AiSas Glasa ge o Jaidy Leia 2l g JS Aaliie e
A Gl 8 aii)y Juddill JUayl caga sl
A US Ol el dhl 568 sl o OIS o) a3 ) tsllaall (il dudedll s 9all a5 3 JWs O Gl seall

Cosllaall 13a il o 3kl o) el @y i 5 costhaall a3k S (9) Lails oS ol sl aly 55 o) Lald Juadasil
Jd ol <3 L

[T57] al-Katibt and al-Tusi, Mutarahat fi itbat wagib al-wugid, 111.8-11, 114.3-10,
114.17-115.2, 116.22-117.21, 120.10-22, 122.7-13, 123.4-9, 123.12-19, 125.22-
126.12,126.15-22, 146.6-11

[Katibt: there could be an infinite series of infinite series]
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[Katibt: the whole containing the Necessary Existent]
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[Katibt: the chair example]
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[Katibt: another version of the argument, with objection]
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[Tast: there must be a first in the series of causes]
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[Tast: the causal relation between parts and whole]
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[Tast: response to Katibt’s chair case]
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[Tast: on Katib’s argument from contingency]
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[Tasi: the principle of preponderation]
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[Tast: refuting the infinite regress is not necessary]
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[T58] al-Tasi, Talhis al-Muhassal, 246.13-18

[the parts taken together are the cause of the infinite series]
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[T59] al-Tusi, Resala-ye etbat-e al-wageb, 8.7-15 [tr. Morewedge mod.]
[perfection argument]
S 5 el S S o) cilali 4z e alse O 58 Gl K0 5 Jelis an e lgal 5 Al e
Al G e 5 G ana o) A4S G a1 AN 5 Al ga g el ) AT il sl Qa5 adald
el 028 jalea 53 Cand Lew i 0 iy p5 48 G i ol s el JelS ieSa 5 Jald adal 48 il

[T60] al-Tusi, Resala-ye etbat-e al-wageb, 11.13-12.5, [tr. Morewedge mod.]

[fine-tuned universe argument]
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[Te1] al-Tusi, Resadla-ye etbat-e al-wageb, 13.4-14 [tr. Morewedge mod.]
[astrological argument]
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[T62] Ibn Kammuina, Kasif, 405.6—-407.13

[proof considering all possible part-whole problems]
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[T63] Ibn Kammuna, Kasif, 411.14-412.1

[argument from the persistence of originated things]
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[T64] Ibn Kammiina, Sarh al-Talwihat, ed. Habibi, vol.3, 166.9-168.6
[overview of previous thinkers on the part-whole problem]
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[T65] al-Sahraziiri, Sagara vol.3, 249.4-8
[argument from motion combined with specification argument]
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[T66] al-Sahraziiri, Sagara vol.3, 249.10-13

[argument from souls]
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[T67] al-Samarqandi, Saha’if, 143.4-13
[part-whole problems regarding the impossibility of infinite regress]

A3 g A S AT ey ) a3 45Y £35S Ale g panall Ale 13 [ranitly ailal A L3S o315
i sl ) Sl el 5l Uan ¢ 5Y liSadll JS e g A Leie 78 ] el o) oS0 e

[(dasdadill Juay) G paliall vie ) sediall 8 128
Cumy sa ) file Ll e ) W) Jsbaad) ann e 00580 O Ssme Y Al ey Gl Gmmdl O b ¥ 3) ¢ i ad g

o ol ISV alshas dn e i) @l Ble (5505 63580 Las 5o o 3LY Nim 9855 i & penall iy (B3 )
nl ey st L e Vs AT Aled ¥ G ol 13 e eatle Al 13S el

[Te8] al-Hilli, Asrar, 519.10-14
[argument from motion]
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[T69] al-Hilli, Taslik al-nafs, 136.4-13

[short version of al-Tiist’s proof]
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