Univocity and equivocity of existence
[T1] Aristotle, Met. B 3, 998b22-7, tr. Ross., modified
[being is not a genus]

But it is not possible that either unity or being should be a genus of things; for the specific
differences of any genus must each of them both have being and be one, but it is not
possible for the genus to be predicated of the specific differences taken apart from the
species (any more than for the species of the genus to be predicated of the proper
differences of the genus); so that if unity or being is a genus, no specific difference will
either be one or have being.

[T2] Avicenna, llahiyyat |, 5, p. 24, 9-13, tr. Marmura, modified
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[T3] Avicenna, Danisnama, llahiyyat, p. 36, 14 — 38, 10.
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[T4] Avicenna, Sifa’, Magdlat 11, 1, p. 59, 10 - 62, 11.
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[T5] Bahmanyar, Tahsil, p. 281, 10 - 21.
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[T6] Guwayni, Samil, p. 637, 3-21.
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[T7] Sahrastani, Nihdya, p. 158, 2-6.

s2a 5l Lag a5 e e <l e Livie A je 54 8 s 5 4812 g Ak 5o ol 2 sm 5158 (L slaall sl
Agian 8 @il LS Ay a8 il g o0 sm n e LS 431y il B )08l 5 o ) I3 58 2 sl
Ll Badl ) s (simes e (G e Y Lee Al (g 3 s sll G el 5 43 50a

[T8] Ibn al-Malahimi, Tuhfat al-mutakallimin, p. 63, 13-16 and 63, 22 - 64, 5.
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[T9] Ibn al-Malahimi, Mu ‘tamad, p. 233, 15-17.
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[T10] Hayyam, Gawab ‘an talat masa’il (darirat al-tadddd), p. 165, 3-16.
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[T11] Sahrastani, Nihdyat al-agdam, p. 145, 10-16.

Loy Lgdba sl (adls 2 sa IS Lglin el ¥ e 5 Lauia T30 mmy (e Lpany ke L) 0l 5301 (o iy
ey e adly (gl e oSal o a6 e WS sasa g el e sasal) o Sl dale S (55
s OO 4 Ly (IS i 4 Lo Ay 58 QU8 ik 40 Lad aal g sl 5 asa gl 0 Janill ) rline adls o sl

Ll sl 5 Caday) 5 Jlall ads s laling 48 Le iy

[T12] Abu I-Barakat al-Bagdadi, Mu ‘tabar, vol.3, p. 21, 18 - 22, 9.
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[T13] Suhrawardi; Talwihat, p. 188, 5-11.
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[T14] Razi, Matalib, vol.1, p. 291, 16-24.

3l 0sSs of aid cagasll VI L&Y aaall )y canall V1) ALEY sa gl Ol ASls Jiall A o) 1d5Y)
Legiay QA& Glld mmy ia caal s aseia adall O LS claal 5 Lo seia

BN S O & ik a3 ) 505 e el 5 o sall s el (5 e sl () dcapai ey 535l ) 1 S
e asedall 5o O Gan g clm e ol 1 sa sl USaa gl Liad 5 435S aliie ) 480y ¢la a5 435S aliie) () 1l
S G ide )38 4 13 g e 43S

[T15] Razi, Muhassal, p. 54, 4 - 55, 3.
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[T16] Razi, Sarh ‘Uyiin al-hikma vol. 3, p. 53, 9 - 55, 10.
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[T17] Razi, Mabahit, vol.1, p. 108, 9-11.
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[T23] Amidi, Abkar al-afkar, vol. 1, p. 261, 8-22.
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[T24] Amidi, Kasf al-tamwihat, p. 59, 23 - 60, 17.
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[T25] Amidi, al-Nir al-béhir, vol. 5, p. 7,17 - 8, 9.
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[T26] Abhari, Muntaha
[rejection of the Razian argument for the univocity of existence]

We do not concede that the intellect divides existence into ‘necessary’ and ‘contingent’.
Rather, the intellect passes a judgement that every existing essence is either ‘essentially
necessary’ or ‘essentially contingent’. This does not point to existence being common
between the two things (al-amrayn). As to (2): We do not concede that ‘non-existence
insofar as it is nonexistence’ is one referent. Who is believed that the existence of every
thing is identical to its essence is believed that non-existence has various referents. Even if
we were to concede this, it is not possible that the annihilation of nonexistence as such
(nafsuhi) is existence as such. Otherwise, all existents would be realized when there is one
existence. This would be necessary because existence as such is realized which is the
negation (raf’) of non-existence as such which necessitates (mustalzim) the realization of
all existents.

As to (3): We do not concede that, if existence is not common, then the belief of all
existences would cease if the belief of the specifics ceases. This follows only if predication
of existence over the existents is not by ‘sharing in expression’ (istirak lafzi). If it is like this,
then the belief of one of the referents of existence would remain there when the belief of
one of the specifics ceases. Hence it does not follow that the belief of existence ceases by
the fact that the belief of specifics ceases.

The truth is that in concrete beings existence is not one common nature between ‘the
necessary’ and ‘the contingent’. Otherwise, it would either be ‘essentially necessary’ or
‘essentially contingent’. The first is absurd, because — if its ipseity were because of its
essence — its species would be restricted to one individual, and it would impossible that it
is common. If it were because of something else (gayr), then it would need it, and what
needs something else is essentially contingent. The second is impossible, otherwise each
individual (fard) of it would be essentially contingent because it needs something
contingent. Therefore, the existence which is essentially necessary would be essentially
contingent. This is absurd.

[T27] Tasi, Talhis al-Muhassal, p. 75, 10-27.
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[T28] Katibi, Hikmat al-‘ayn, p. 2, 13 - 3, 13.
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[T31] Burhan al-Din al-Nasafi, Sarh Asds al-kiydsa, p. 266, 3-9.
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[T32] Sahraziiri, Sagara, p. 214, 20 - 215, 18.
Gl alaa Al ) Bilaad) o gle & gtV 5 il Jila
iad Y Lue ¥ clald) e a5 ¥ 8l ) — il 2l ge (e ARgal) L aa cpdll— addSiall (e a8 Cand g
€35 30 3 9 gally 5 o] Gy (Ul (5 pma bla @asa 50 Gy (L8 ST SIS IS JaBY €auld ga g
_«;)\s,\ g Sally -Lal8 KIS O5Se €29 gan (o Sally L8 1)) Sl g

[0 5 sl 0 ) yitia 3 sm gl G (il 4]

Gl gad Gl (e ool V5 ¢l g sall G & jidia 3 g gl G lald) e 13003 2 sa ) € e oy o) &
Seale 10803 35 6l (065 b ecbialal) Cilia gead iy 3 s gl (e o2 D8 €01 g gall G & jiday Slalal)
o sns (e (i & Jidia 3sa Il (f

aie Y laga sall s (o 1S ke 2 ga sl 0Ky ol 15 €25m 50 IS e dBnmy oSai @ 2 gagl) ) geats ) cJ3Y)
Lo aal g JS Lo aBaia; oSa)

Om 1S e dga sl Sy al gl ¢uSally s AN QIS Laadad Baa 13) 451 aSai g anell 5 3 ga o)) ina agds U)o 3G
Lae U o hsad celld a3 Ll g sl

o Lal S yidia g sl 0S5 Al ghg 603 e g 40 0S5 a e Ol s Y AT e W) 8 e i) ()5S Lie e 13) U ecallil)
el die adde e gedall a0 e LIS ) gl e Babia 2 sl 05K aoal) e A e Q8 G5 aall e
s sall s G e 3 g 8 ¢le ) 84S

[T33] Samarqandi, Ma arif, fol. 8r, 4-16.

[univocal and equivocal meaning of “existence”]
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[T34] Hilli, Taslik al-nafs, p. 30, 2-5.
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[T35] Hilli, Asrar, p. 414, 15 - 415, 4.
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