The Subject Matter of Metaphysics and Kalam

[T1] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.1, 3.16-4.9 [trans. Marmura mod.]

[God is not the subject matter of metaphysics]
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[T2] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.1, 5.8-6.7 [trans. Marmura mod.]

[causes are not the subject matter of metaphysics]
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[T3] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.2, 9.17-10.8 [trans. Marmura mod.]

[the subject matter of metaphysics is the existent as such]
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[the topics of inquiry are the accompanying features of the existent]
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[T4] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.2, 10.9-11.3 [trans. Marmura mod.]

[metaphysics can still prove the principles of the existent]
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[T5] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.2, 11.17-12.16; 1.3, 17.2-5 [trans. Marmura
mod.]

[designations for metaphysics]
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[how metaphysics is about immaterial things]
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[“before” and “after” nature]
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[Te] Avicenna, Sifa’, llahiyyat 1.3, 14.11-15 [trans. Marmura mod.]

[benefit of metaphysics]
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[T7] Bahmanyar, Fif mawdii‘ ilm ma ba‘d al-tabr'a, 2.5-3.9
[the subject matter of metaphysics]
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[principles and the existent]
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[T8] al-Guwayni, Burhdn, 84.2-9 [trans. Eichner 2009, mod.]

[the scope of kalam]
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[T9] al-Gazali, Iqtisad, 4.1-10 [trans. Eichner 2009, mod.]

[kalam is only theology]
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[T10] al-Gazali, Mungqid, 72.9-14 [trans. Eichner 2009, mod.]

[the path of kalam from theology to philosophy]
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[T11] al-Gazali, Mustasfa, vol. 1, 5.14-6.8 [trans. Eichner 2009, mod.]

[kalam as the universal science of the existent]
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[T12] al-Hayyam, al-Diya’ al-‘aqli, 63.8—-12
[whether “existent” or “thing” is the subject matter]
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[T13] Abu I-Barakat, Mu tabar, vol. 3, 2.11-3.2; 3.16—6.6
[all sciences are about existents]
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[is metaphysics a study of existence, or a study of the divine?]
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[hierarchy of principles in sciences]
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[the arbitrariness of Aristotle’s division of sciences]
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[each science is complete in itself, but all are arranged under metaphysics]
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[the division of sciences has pedagogic aims]
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[T14] Abu I-Barakat, Mu tabar, vol. 3, 6.9-8.11

[the structure of “divine science”: from ontology to theology]
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[a preferred tripartite division of sciences, against Aristotle’s]
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[T15] Abu I-Barakat, Mu tabar, vol. 3, 10.14-11.23



[metaphysics as the highest perfection for humans]
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[T16] al-Razi, Mabahit, vol.1, 90.19-91.5 [trans. Eichner 2009 mod.]; 91.6-
93.17 [our trans.]

[reconsideration of the division of sciences]
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[T17] al-Razi, Sarh ‘Uyin al-hikma, vol. 3, 3.16-7.21
[widening the scope of metaphysics]
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[T18] al-Razi, Sarh ‘Uyiin al-hikma, vol. 3, 8.14-9.16
[the subject matter of metaphysics is the existent as such]
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[T19] al-Razi, Nihdyat al-‘uqiil, vol. 1, 97.6-98.17 [trans. Eichner 2009 mod.]

[the nobility of kalam]
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[T20] al-Suhrawardi, Masari’, llahiyyat, 196.10-15
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[metaphysics has two parts: universal and theological]
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[T21] al-Amid1, Rumiz al-kuniiz, fol. 94v2-16
[the subject matter, absolute existence, is immediately evident]
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[the nobility of metaphysics, in light of its goal]
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[T22] al-Amidi, Abkar al-afkar, vol. 1, 67.10-68.2 [trans. Eichner 2009 mod.]

[the task of kalam]
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[T23] al-Katib1, Munassas fi sarh al-Mulahhas, fol. 187v3-15
[metaphysics as the study of general features]
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[T24] al-Kassi, Hada'iq al-haqa’iq, fol. 22r4-17

[the place of the study of common notions]
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[T25] al-Nasafi, Sarh Asds, 263.7-264.5

[metaphysics is about the existent]
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[T26] al-Tasi, Agsam al-hikma, 527.19-528.8
[divine science arranged in a kalam structure of foundations and branches]
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[T27] al-Samarqandi, Sahd’if, 59.4-60.3; 65.5-66.8
[the relation between metaphysics and kalam]
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[T28] al-Samarqandi, Ma ‘arif al-Saha’if, fol. 2v21-3r3

[the relation between kaldm and metaphysics in falsafa]
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[T29] al-Samarqandi, Ma ‘arif al-Saha’if, fol. 2r12-23
[on the division of his work on kalam into principles and problems]
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[T30] al-Urmawi, Risala fi I-farq, 101.4-102.5 [trans. Eichner 2009 mod.]
[kalam does not properly prove God’s existence]
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[T31] al-Urmawi, Risala f1 I-farq, 102.6-16
[on the name “divine science,” and why kalam is not called this]
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[T32] Urmawi, Risala fi I-farq, 105.10-106.3
[God is not proven in kalam]

We do not concede that [God’s existence] is established in [the science of kalam].
Rather, the problem of establishing the Necessary lies outside the problems of the
science of kalam.

Let it not be said: in which science, then, can it ever be established, given that kalam
is the highest of sciences? Nor [should it be said]: given that the inquiry [into proving
God’s existence] is mentioned in the middle of books on kalam, how can it not belong
toit?

For we say: we do not concede that [God’s existence] must be established in the
highest science. Why can’t other sciences find the solution and pass this on to the
science of kalam? Then, the science of kaldm would in the case of this individual,
distinct problem need demonstrations that are not offered by kalam, but it would still
be mentioned in books on kalam. Its coming later in position, having been taken from
elsewhere, does not require that it is later by nature, since it might just be easier for
it to have this position.

[distinguishing kalam from metaphysics]

It might be said: the subject matter of [kalam] is the essence of God and the essence
of contingent things, insofar as they are traced back to the Exalted in a chain in which
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[each thing has] need [of the next]. For the theologian (mutakallim) inquires into both
of these things, taken together they are the subject matter.

The objection to this has already been mentioned [i.e. Avicenna’s arguments against
God’s being the subject matter of metaphysics].

It might be said: the subject matter of [kalam] is unqualified existence, since [this
science] inquires into the essential accidents of [existence], like eternal and
originated, its divisions, like substance and accident, [106] and the divisions of these
two, like the First, His Attributes, and His actions.

To this it may be responded: in that case, it usurps the role of divine science. But if one
adds the qualification “according to the rule (gandn) of Islam,” then this will no longer
be the case, since the metaphysician inquires according to the rule of reason alone.

[T33] Ibn Kammiina, Sarh al-Talwihat, vol. 3, 4.1-12
[the structure of the theoretical sciences; the branches of metaphysics]
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[T34] Ibn Kammiina, Sarh al-Talwihat, vol. 3, 6.14-7.2
[the subject matter is existence and not “thingness”]
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[T35] Bar Hebraeus, Hewat hekmta, Met., 118.4—-8

[existence is transcategorical and known in itself]

Things that can be separated from matter are either substances (siyds), or quantities,
or fall into other categories. As there is no other notion apart from “it is” (it) that can
account for them, hence, this is the subject matter of this science. As it [i.e. existence]
can be known by itself, it requires no other science in order to be made manifest.

[T36] al-Sahraziiri, Sagara, vol.3, 12.6-9
[existence is maximally evident]
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[T37] al-Sahraziiri, Sagara, vol. 3, 13.6-23
[the unity of sciences; ascent and descent through the sciences]
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[T38] al-Sahraziiri, Sagara, vol.3, 16.5-8
[against existence as the subject matter]
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[T39] al-Hilli, Asrar, 411.16—-412.2

[against existence as the subject matter]
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[T40] al-Hilli, Nihayat al-maram, vol. 1, 11.11-12.4
[the subject matter and scope of kalam]
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